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Chairman Cannatella called the meeting to order after the new LSU Ag Center Soybean Specialist was introduced. David Mosely was introduced by Regional Director Tara Smith. David noted he was from Texas, a graduate of Texas A&M, and had most recently worked for Bayer Agriscience. The Board welcomed him with a few remarks and questions. The minutes of the previous meeting were reviewed.
ACTION NO. 1
A motion was made by Carlos Polotzola, seconded by Garrett Marsh and carried, to approve the minutes of the previous meeting of November 22, 2019.
Andy Brown then reviewed the LDAF December collections report and the YTD collections.  The current cash position as of January 14, 2020 and the assessment income projections for the 2019 crop were then presented (see attached).  The Board discussed the projections and agreed to use the soybean net assessment income estimate of $786,426.10 and the wheat and corn assessment income estimate of $425,778.63 in establishing available funds for the 2020 projects.  The sorghum pass back allocation from the United Sorghum Checkoff Program (USCP) for 2020 projects was $1050.00.  Sorghum project allocations were made at the previous meeting totaling $3,500; the difference of which came from sorghum reserve funds.  The Board reviewed the budget worksheet that would be completed by the funding decisions made at the meeting and discussed organizational funding and financial reserves for each fund type. 
Chairman Cannatella addressed the Board regarding these projections and the shortfall in harvested acres that would effect their 2020 funding. Cannatella requested the group discuss how to proceed suggesting the options of looking at projects individually and matching to assessment funding, taking action on a specific amount of reserves the board was willing to spend, or to select funding levels first and discuss cuts once priorities were set. Board members discussed and the unanimous decision was to move forward reviewing projects and setting funding levels; to be followed by necessary budgetary adjustments. Cannatella  then asked Dr. Rogers Leonard and Dr. Mike Salassi with the LSU AgCenter to review the proposed projects both new and continuing. Dr. Leonard briefly reviewed the overall research request and answered questions regarding the projects submitted. The Board discussed the amount of sorghum and wheat projects versus the funding available and the future of this work. The Board then reviewed the continuing projects for both soybeans and grain. Funding levels were determined by common consent for each project reviewed.  The Board then continued to consider and reviewed each of the new research project proposals submitted and discussed the details of the projects.  After all projects were reviewed, funding totals were determined with necessary supplemental funding being pulled from cash reserves.  Budget allocations for the LSU AgCenter projects were established at $1,583,889 in total for 2020 with soybean funding at $1,241,706 and wheat and corn at $338,683 and sorghum at $3,500. The attached 2020 project list contains the projects approved and funded for 2020-2021 with the LSU AgCenter. 
ACTION NO. 2
A motion was made by JK Bordelon, seconded by Carlos Polotzola and carried, to approve the LSU AgCenter projects and funding levels for 2020 and the necessary contract budget.

The Board then considered the other research funding and promotional organizations’ funding. The Board discussed the Mid-South Soybean Board (MSSB) and was provided a proposed project list for 2020 that included five projects with a total funding request of $108,905 from the LSGRPB. The Board next discussed the National Corn Growers Association (NCGA) and the Aflatoxin Mitigation Center of Excellence (AMCOE) project and the work conducted by them.  The funding level for NCGA/AMCOE of $60,000 was agreed to after the future of AMCOE was discussed.  The Board noted previous discussions at the November meeting, which resulted in the $60,000 budgeted figure. The Board then considered the US Grain Council (USGC) and recommended the funding remain the same at $20,000 for 2020.

ACTION NO. 3
A motion was made by Carlos Polotzola, seconded by Scott Wiggers and carried, to approve the MSSB request of $108,905, NCGA/AMCOE at $60,000 and USGC for $20,000 for 20210 and to approve the necessary contracts to complete these allocations. 
 After all projects and funding levels had been agreed upon, the budget worksheet was completed and reviewed (attached). 
The Board then discussed various outreach efforts. Chairman Cannatella again asked the group to consider who would replace Thomas Ater once a new Board was established by Governor Edwards, but that Thomas would represent the Board at the January 29th MSSB meeting in Memphis, TN. He offered for other Board members to attend along with Mr. Ater.  
Ethics reporting and training requirements were also presented to the Board.  The Board then discussed the next possible meeting. The Board discussed holding the next meeting in conjunction with an LSU AgCenter field day in St. Joseph. Dr. Leonard notified the board those dates had not yet been set, but they would consider that meeting date when the announcement is made.
Dr. Leonard thanked the Board for their support and input on the research conducted by the LSU AgCenter and thanked the Board for their work together, notifying the Board of his intentions to retire in February. The Board thanked Dr. Leonard for his service and expertise to the Board and wished him well in retirement. 
There being no other business the meeting was adjourned.
__________________________________

__________________

 Chairman 






Date
